BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA.                127
recognized in any form until such concessions should CHAP.XXVL
be made as it might become the British government,
in the high and commanding position which it main-
tained, to accept,
Aboui this time the mother of Buldeo Singh,
-alarmed by the military preparations made by the
resident, addressed to him a proposal not very dissi-
milar to that which had been offered by the vakeels
of Doorjun Saul. It was to the effect that she
should be declared Regent, but Doorjun Saul in-
trusted with tho administration of the state under
the title of mooktar, The lady proposed, in the
first instance, to wait herself on Sir David Ochter-
lony; then to send Doorjun Saul to hold an inter-
view with him at a spot half-way between Malwa
and Bhurtpore; and lastly, that the British resident
should proceed in person to the latter place, there
to enter on an amicable discussion of the matters in
dispute. Several letters were interchanged, but no
meeting took place, and nothing resulted from the
correspondence. Whether the proposal was a mere
expedient to gain time and postpone the appre-
hended attack on the city, or whether its abortive
termination was caused in any degree by the change
of purpose enforced upon the resident, it is impos-
sible to decide.
Sir David Ochterlony, in acknowledging the
orders in which the change originated, and after
vindicating his own views, and actions in the
mode already stated, said: "The only way left
me to proceed is by making an explicit declara-